This book, although designed for the u.K., is likely to be seen in the side-pockets of many trainees revising for the Final EA.N.Z.C.A.
BARRIE MCCAAN

Brisbane, Qld.
Pocket Reference to Anaesthesia, P. G. Murphy;
Science Press Ltd, Middlesex House, 34-42 Cleveland St, London WIP 5FB; 97 x 150 mm; £9.95; pp. 88. We all carry an array of figures, formulae and useful facts in our heads, but often cannot recall them when they are needed. This truly pocket size booklet (150 x 95 x 5 mm) attempts to provide a ready source of some of those details which are important to anaesthetists. It gives figures for physiological variables and some useful information on relevant drugs, their dosages and interactions. Further sections deal with anaesthetic emergencies, preoperative problems and resuscitation, with reasonable suggestions for management.
Obviously, a booklet of this size does not allow extensive reviews of any subject. Some readers will feel that there are imbalances and that important areas have been omitted. For instance, while there is a two-page discussion of the diagnosis of brain death, there is no table showing the Glasgow Coma Scale. Because of its English authors, some aspects of anaesthesia are given a different emphasis to that which might arise in Australasia. Organizational differences also appear. For instance, the anaesthetic machine checklist is at variance with our College's protocol and the flowchart for the response to hypoxia appears less well organized than the now commonly taught Australian mnemonic of COVER ABC.
Despite these reservations, this little book would be a worthwhile purchase for most anaesthetists, but especially those in training. The copy reviewed had apparently been sponsored by a pharmaceutical company for distribution to South African anaesthetists. A suitably modified Australasian edition of similar provenance would be most welcome.
JOHN KENEALLY
Sydney, N.S. W.
Fiberoptic Guided Tracheal Intubation: A Practical
Approach, N. C. Hwang; Publisher: McGraw-Hill Book Co, 21 Neythal Road, Jurong, Singapore; $USI2.00; 150 x 225 mm; pp. 81. At a time when there is considerable interest and concern regarding the management of the difficult airway, this timely introductory book focuses on the technique of fibreoptic intubation and would be most useful for those with no prior experience. It is not, and
